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Dear Parents/Guardians, 6

Welcome to another year of Thunderbirds Athletics at Semiahmoo Secondary! We are
very proud of our program at Semiahmoo, not only for its excellence in quality, but also for
the variety and number of sports that we offer, allowing so many of our students to
participate and feel more connected to their school community. Furthermore, we take a
tremendous amount of pride in our student-athletes giving back to not only our school,
but the community, and helping them become meaningful and contributing members of
society through the acquisition and refinement of invaluable life skills learned, using
sports as a platform to learn said skills.

At Semiahmoo, there are two tiers of athletic fees. Tier 1 sports are "cheaper" due to
cheaper facility/field booking prices and length of seasons (which reduces referee costs).
Tier 2 sports are more expensive due to far more expensive facility/field booking prices
and a typically longer length of season (which significantly increases referee costs).

The athletic fees for 2025/2026 are $125 (tier 1) for volleyball, basketball, ultimate frisbee,
rugby, soccer, and golf, which tend to be our costliest activities, for a variety of reasons.
All other sports are $75 (tier 2). There may be additional costs if the team chooses to
purchase Under Armour (whom we have a contract partnership agreement with — not
sponsorship) team apparel or travel to out of town tournaments. Athletic fees will be used
by the school to fund tournament entry fees, referee services, practice/game equipment,
facility rentals, league fees and first aid supplies. Athletic fees will be collected online as
directed by the coach before the first league game. Fees will not be collected in person.

Unfortunately, like most things, the cost of sports and the cost to participate and
compete in sports is rising each year. Things like field bookings (reminder ALL South
Surrey Athletic Park fields are city owned and we need to rent them; we do not own any
fields), uniforms, tournaments, league registration fees (SSSAA, SFAA & BCSS),
referee/officials costs, new equipment, provincial tournament costs, etc. are rising each
year. We appreciate your gracious understanding with this and empathize with rising
costs.

All students on any Semiahmoo sports team pay an athletic fee. Without payment,
students cannot compete/participate in their selected sport(s).



Please find more information about Athletic Fees and the specific sport breakdowns -
including where and how to pay athletic fees — here:
http://www.semiahmooathletics.ca/athletic-policies--fags.html

Your participation as a driver or team manager is encouraged and appreciated. As the
head coach is often very busy teaching skills, concepts, and strategies, etc. any help from
you in arranging rides to/from games would make the coach’s work much easier and
would help significantly help ease the burden. If you’d like to help in this regard, please
contact the coach and/or myself.

Please contact myself and/or the coach(es) directly with any questions and/or concerns.
Furthermore, I/we are always open to innovative suggestions and ideas to continue to
adapt and expand our Semiahmoo Thunderbirds Athletics program.

Proud to be a Thunderbird!

Sincerely,

W AH Colin Plumb
Athletic Director
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